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Mikel Rodriguez 
They were days of high hopes, of a lot of camaraderie, but above all 
there is frustration. That we were very close to having managed to 
overthrow Franco in 45, because the exile for many has been a 
personal tragedy and | do not recognize the Euzkadi for which we 
fought in the current one. This is how José Antonio Beleda 
summarized his experience at Rothschild Castle. From May to July 
1945, there was the biggest military attempt of the Basque 
Government to overthrow the Franco regime. In the greatest of 
secrets, a group of gudaris who received careful military training was 
installed in a sumptuous castle of Cernay-la-Ville. The fall of the 
Government of Madrid was expected due to the pressures of the 


Allies and these men would be in charge of maintaining public order 
in the Basque Country. 


Aguirre, after assuming the legal representation of the Euzkadi 
Government in 1941, prudently surveyed in Washington the 
possibilities of Basque sovereignty in a new political space that 
encompassed the old Spain and Portugal. His belief was that, if the 
Great War had allowed the emergence of many small countries, at 
the end of the war there would be a new restructuring of the 
European states. The Lendakari and the PNV wanted to achieve 
their own political environment for the Basque Country in this new 
Europe. J. A. Aguirre wanted the restoration of democracy in Spain 
to entail the self-government of the Basque Country and the 
hegemony of the PNV in that self-government. To achieve his plans, 
the President trusted everything to a solution that should come from 
abroad, specifically from the United States. 
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The coat of arms of the Rothschild Barony that crowned the entrance of the "Chateau". 


The function of the Basque Government was to build the embryo of a 
state apparatus, above all, the military force. Thus, "Euzko-Naya’", 
the army of the interior, was organized and control of the Basque 
Brigade of the UNE was achieved. But something more was needed 
and the intensive training of a thousand men was negotiated with the 
United States. The operation would be carried out in the greatest of 
secrets. The first group, selected by Primitivo Abad, consisted of 
about seventy veterans of the Gernika Battalion, forty young people 
from the interior and half a dozen "children of the war" from Great 
Britain, 


In May, the unit was formed. There were at least four shipments by 
rail to Paris. There, [Naki de Durahona received them at the station, 
driving them to a truck covered by the American army. After a short 
trip, the members of the expedition were in the garden of an 
imposing palace. It was Rothschild Castle, in Cernay-la-Ville, about 
thirty kilometers from the capital. Some American officers, with the 
help of interpreters, interrogated them about their past and made 
them sign a document. The contract, in English, was made between 
individuals and the Government of the United States. For six months 
they would be employees of this Government. A very substantial 
salary was established and the signatories pledged to keep the 
secret and not to cross the limits of the enclosure, Then they 
received their equipment: campaign uniform, recreational uniform, 
Herrgone work overalls, three pairs of silent boots with thick rubber 
soles, etc... 
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The officers 
were very 
satisfied with 
the human 
material: 
physically very 
fit, motivated 
and 
"ideologically 
correct." 
Commander 
Warner said that 


it was the best : 
group he had Los gudaris aprendieron el manejo de los vehiculos de traccién 
ever had total: en la foto, sobre un Jeep Vullis. 


Although there were no ranks among the Basques, a de facto 
hierarchy was recognized: Primitivo Abad, Landa, Esturo and 
Fernando Echegoyen entered that small group of leaders. 


Every day, after the mandatory greeting to the American flag, several 
hours of physical exercises passed and theoretical classes were 
given: cartography, combat tactics, use of weapons, communication 
techniques, first aid, camouflage techniques... The Gudaris learned 
to use all the light weapons of the US army. They were also taught to 
drive all-wheel drive vehicles. They were trained as rangers, the 
American commandos. Probably, this training was a compromise 
solution in the face of the impossibility of forming an academy of 
officers prior to the organization of a Basque army. 


Physical exercises took up most of the time. Hand-to-hand combat 
included the latest techniques, such as jiu-jitsu and yudo. In the 
afternoon, ite sepa was Carried out practice of what was learned in 
Li} Ses § the morning: 
preparation of 
me} explosive 
fi charges, 
‘| disassembly 
and cleaning of 
weapons... 
Some nights 
were also 
dedicated to 
practices, 
yew Pa having the 
Dos gudaris junto a las inicas a presenias enel ae commands to 
la familia del apoderado del barén. orient 
themselves in the forest through the compass or the stars. The 
instructors constituted a diverse group: Americans of Anglo-Saxon or 
Mexican origin and the British Fairbanks, a legend in the world of 
martial arts. The moral was good. On a visit by the Lendakari, the 
American commander introduced the unit as the future officers of the 
Euzkadi Army. They were even allowed to write a newspaper, the 
Okay, from which two issues came out. 


On July 8, Sunday, they were informed of the fateful order: the 
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course was over and everyone should return to their places of origin. 
The most repeated rumor was that José Antonio Aguirre was not well 
regarded by President Truman, who neglected the commitments 
made by his predecessor. The dissolution of the unit mainly 
responded to the interest of the State Department in not promoting 
armed struggle in Spain in the context of the Cold War. A 
hypothetical war intervention could favor the PCE, the most 
organized and implanted force. 


In No. 2 of Okay, 
ie) you could read: 
. "Captain Plastic, if 
our weekly comes 
out today it is to 
greet your great 
wei country, to testify to 
you our respect to 
all the teachers. A 
hundred boys of 
very diverse 
conditions and very 
varied mentality 
lived here, in peace and harmony. Born in an Old Country of 
democratic tradition, of good law, with the temper that gives honesty 
to souls, they banished from the Secret Valley the differences that 
separate men, they shook hands with the fraternal gesture and lived 
a small ideal of coexistence that would make peoples happy.” 


Dos gudaris practicando el remo en el lago del castillo. 


Of the demobilized gudaris, most of them returned to Spain. Others 
remained in France, in the service of the Basque Government, 
enrolled in the Foreign Legion or as simple civilians. Some of these 
were among the first ETA instructors. 


Mikel Rodriguez, History teacher 
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